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Executive Summary

=7 3 sl 0% ] v A =

Figure 1. The entrl trail through the broperty providés
opportunity to experience much of the forest.

wonderful access and the

The Fournier Property is the beautiful wooded backyard to the Grammar School. It has
seen well-planned active management in the past with a timber harvest project 13 years
ago continuing to yield nice results as the forest develops resiliency. During the
planning process leading to the development of this Plan, the Townspeople,
Selectboard, and other Stakeholders have worked together to articulate a new vision for
the management of these woods.

This vision is adaptive, community -based, andambitious. It focuses largely on

designating a significant portion of the property to be a reserve area where natural

processes are largely allowed to play out over time. Paired with this, a focus on trall

buil ding, enhancement, and educationalthesi gnag
greater community and to the School particularly . The active portion of management

will focus on invasive plant control , the enhancement of young forest,and as an option,

afocus tree release treatment.

Overall, this will be an exciting 10 years as Conway, The Mohawk Trail Woodland
Partnership, and the region embark on new paths and develop new paradigms of Forest
Stewardship in the Commonwealth.



Section 2: Overview of the Conway Town Forest - Fournier Lot

2.1Landscape and Regional Context

The Fournier lot rests in the hill towns of Franklin County, Massachusetts. This area
supports a rich mosaic of forest, farmland, water features, relatively sparse
development, a modestrural population , and rolling topography that gives them their
name. Conway epitomizes this mosaic based on a mixture of public and private lands
managed in a variety of fashions. After its incorporation in 1767, the Townwas known
for its agrarian pursuits , specifically sheep farming.

2.2 Propertyods History of Disturbance

Settlement of this area began in 1762vith the development of a farm community. This
land was probably cleared for hay production and livestock pasturing. The wood
removed, along with the fast rivers and streams in Town , fueled a manufacturing boom
that then began its decline in the early 20t century. During its peak , many farms like
this were abandoned leaving pastures and fields to be reclaimed once again by forest.

The Fournier family ran a working dairy farm here and worked the agricultur al parcels

and tended the woods for fuelwood and timber income until thel at e THe®R0d s .
woods were probably harvested in the 19500s f
firewood and sporadic farm lumber harvests. The 2007 Shelterwood Harvest opened

the forest for mixed white pine, hemlock, and hardwood seedling development. On

February 25, 2017, a tornado touched down in several places, breaking and snapping

stems and crowns of the tall white pines and blowing down whole trees.



Figure 2: Tornado damage in an area that began regenerating after the 2007 harvest.
Note the vigorous hardwood poles that have responded to the newly available light

2.3 General Property Overview

Location and Property Size : The Fournier Lot, also known as the Grammar School
Woods, contains 61.4 acres of land as computed from the MassGIS database systeffiax
Recordsmaps. It adjoins Massachusetts Highway #116, known locally as South
Deerfield Road. One enters the land along animproved access road shared by the
Town of Conway and Gregory Rose. The Town Highway Department garages and
storage sheds, the Conway Grammar School, and its playing fields occupy the southern
portion of the property.

Topography, Land Formation and Hydrology : One enters the Fournier property along
an improved access road that crosses a broad plateau perched on the steep north bank
of the Mill River. The terrain of the property features gentle slopes with some steep
crags straddling interior depressio ns that fill with seep flow. One small rocky chasm
provides landscape and terrain biodiversity. In terms of operability, all acres are
accessible for stewardship activities.
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